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WRAP IT UP!

Give the gift that keeps on | ‘
living...a present in pretty,
plantable packa

box is made with
seeds for bijous
of another sort—
sweet blossoms!
$3; Porridge
Papers.Etsy.com

BUDDING IN When
this handmade bag

has seen its day, tear
it up and bury it; it's

embedded with 15 types
of wildflower seeds. $3;
FlowerSeedPaper.com

PETALS PERFECT
Stick this sumptuous
| paper in soil. It is studded
with seeds for blooms.
Tag, $2; wrap, $7 per sheet;
PlantablePapers.com

(cor 1] mwutEs?)
Snag a summer
rental in Europe!

If you're dreaming of a vacation abroad but aren't sure you can swing it, it's time
to pull your head out of the clouds—and start packing! Stay in an apartment or
villa for a Euromazing sojourn on a petite budget. “Rentals let you live like a local,
and they're cheaper than hotels,” says Lynn Jennings, author of Your Own Private
Tuscany: A Guide to Italian Vacation Rentals (Trafford Publishing). Use a trusted
agency (find lists at SlowTrav.com) and ask the questions below before you book.
WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE PRICE? Linens, electricity, gas for the stove and hot
water should be covered. Beach towels, air conditioning and cleaning services usually
aren't. "Make sure the owner stipulates exactly what you're paying for,” Jennings says.
MAY I SEE PHOTOS OF EVERY ROOM? Be sure to request date-stamped

pics of the interior and the outdoor areas to avoid a bait and switch, says Suzanne
Aaronson, cofounder of SuzannesFiles.com, a travel and leisure website.

WHO IS AVAILABLE IF I NEED HELP? Overflowing toilets and lockouts are even
more annoying in foreign surroundings than they are at home. “Insist that you have
24-hour access to an agency representative in case anything arises,’ Aaronson advises.
MAY I HAVE REFERENCES FROM CLIENTS? Email three recent renters directly
to inquire about the property. If they gush, you're good to go! —Abigail Libers

Look at the deals we found!

Rent with three pals; these digs cost $75 or less per person per nlght

P o .

FlorenceVillas,com _VilleEtVillage.e Rentvillas.com
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